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Eroded, compacted soils
cannot produce the
bumper crops possible
with healthy soils.

Take good care of your soil and it will reward you. Abuse or neglect it and your crops and the environment will suffer.

W H A T C A N Y O U D O T O I M P R O V E O R M A I N T A I N

H E A L T H Y S O I L S O N Y O U R F A R M ?
• Manage organic matter. Healthy soil cont ains an abu n-
d ance of organ ic mat ter and living organ isms .
Practices that increase organic matter include: plant-
ing cover crops; choosing crop rotations that include
h i gh residue plant s ; applying manure or compost;
using residue management pr actices , espec i ally no
till ; and mulch ing.
• Use land to its capability. In the long term, using soils
according to what they are most suited is the best
way to improve soil quality. This impacts
soil erosion, organic matter, compaction
and other factors.
• Maintain chemical balances. Don't overload your
soil with nutrients. Practice nutrient man-
agement and maint ain or ach ie ve a desir able
p H .

• Avoid compaction. Excessive traffic or tillage, working
soils when wet, or leaving bare soil exposed to
heavy rains all cause soil compaction or crusting.
• Conserve topsoil. Use conservation

measures to control erosion and runoff.

conserving t o p s o i l
Healthy soil is porous and high in organic matter.

healthy soil


